
Ruta Sepetys’s books. Best known for Salt to the Sea, about the sinking of the Wilhelm Gusloff ship late
in the war, she's also written Between Shades of Gray, about Lithuania in WWII. 

Monica Hesse’s The Girl in the Blue Coat. Hanneke is good at smuggling black market goods in WWII
Amsterdam but finds herself with a far more dangerous task--searching for a Jewish girl who disappeared.

Morris Gleitzman’s Once. A Jewish boy who’s been hiding in an orphanage sets off on a journey through
war-torn Poland when he thinks his parents are in danger, unaware of how very much danger he is in. 

Gavriel Savit’s Anna and the Swallow Man. A somewhat similar premise to Once, with some fantasy
elements, though in this one it’s a girl who roams around Poland during WWII. She’s accompanied by the
mysterious Swallow Man. May not appeal to readers who prefer more realistic historical fiction. 

Mal Peet’s Tamar. Focuses on British agents who are part of the Dutch Resistance movement during
WWII, toggling back and forth between the 1940s and the present day as one of the agent’s descendants
tries to untangle a family mystery. 

Elizabeth Wein’s Code Name Verity. About a British spy captured during WWII by the Nazis who is
forced to write a confession. This book also has a prequel and sequel.  

Laurie Halse Anderson’s historical fiction might also be of interest, though they are colonial era, not
World War II. Her Seeds of America trilogy is about a slave during the American Revolution who finds
herself drawn into espionage. Fever 1793 is about the yellow fever epidemic in Philadelphia that year.

 

       

    

     

    

This list was commissioned for a 12-year-old girl by her aunt. The tween loved WWII fiction especially but
also just historical fiction in general. A book she had just recently enjoyed was Markus Zusak’s The Book
Thief. This list is mostly but not exclusively WWII themed. 

YA Historical Fiction


