
Chris Grabenstein’s Escape from Mr. Lemoncello’s Library. Fast-paced, entertaining book about a
library designed by a game maker and the story of several children who are selected for the opening
“lock-in." Getting out the next morning is the real adventure. 

Katherine Applegate’s The One and Only Ivan. Based on the true story of a gorilla who lived in a
mall for years and his promise to his elephant friend that he’ll find another home for them.

Roald Dahl’s books. Dahl does have an odd sense of humor that is not for everyone, but a lot of his
books are darkly hilarious adventures with fantastical elements. Try Charlie and the Chocolate
Factory; Matilda; The BFG; and/or James and the Giant Peach. 

Norton Juster’s The Phantom Tollbooth. An educational fantasy, adventure, and comedy about a
boy named Milo and his adventures in a fantastical world. Full of wordplay and puns. 

Lemony Snicket’s A Series of Unfortunate Events series. These dark comedy/adventure books
delight in tweaking children’s literature conventions. They follow the story of three orphans who must
contend with the sinister Count Olaf, who is after their money.

Cornelia Funke’s Inkheart series. Maggie learns of a world where you can “read” characters to life,
but they are in danger as a villain is trying to kidnap them for his own dark purposes. 

Louis Sachar’s Holes. In this comedy mystery, Stanley and the other kids at a correctional camp in
Texas are required to do a lot of digging and start to suspect there is more to it than building character.

 

This list was compiled for a 12-year old boy, at the request of his mother. He liked reading well enough,
but it was hard for the family to find things that he liked reading. He liked fantasy and humorous reads,
but his mother was hoping we could find something that wasn’t too heavy on the fantasy. He also didn’t
want to read anything that seemed too overtly juvenile.
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