
Jean Craighead George’s Julie of the Wolves trilogy. These books are about a young Inuit girl who
befriends a pack of wolves in her native Alaska. 

Scott O’Dell’s Island of the Blue Dolphin. This book is the story of the adventures of a young Native
American woman who is accidentally left behind when her tribe leaves their island off the coast of
California. She must battle the elements and unwelcome visitors. 

E. B. White’s Charlotte’s Web. Witty story of the friendship between a pet pig named Wilbur and a
spider named Charlotte. 

Roald Dahl’s books. The teen had read Charlie and the Chocolate Factory already, so I thought he
might also want to try Matilda (about a genius little girl who loves to read and has a unique gift that she
uses when she matches wits with her school’s cruel principal), The BFG (about a girl named Sophie,
her friendship with a big friendly giant, and their adventure while saving the world from not-so-friendly
giants), and James and the Giant Peach (about a boy and his escapades when he takes shelter in a
magically gigantic peach).

Children's Literature Classics

      

      

This list was commissioned by a mom for her 13-year-old son. He was homeschooled and an advanced
reader who was reading books in the 900-1300 lexile score range. He enjoyed adventure and animal
stories, and I tried to pick classics, both traditional classics often read by middle schoolers/high
schoolers and children’s literature classics, at his reading level that would interest him. I was able to chat
with the teen as I worked on this recommendation list to ensure I picked books that he hadn’t already
read. I also did an additional recommendation list at the same time of books for fun (“YA Fantasy
Adventure”), which I’ve uploaded separately. This is a 2-page list. 

Animal and Adventure Classics for Teens 



Rudyard Kipling’s Jungle Book and Just-So Stories. (Original and unabridged versions have lexile
scores in the 1100s.) Adventure and animal stories set in 19th century British India. 

Jack London’s Call of the Wild and short stories. (Lexile score of 1120 for novel). A domesticated
dog is taken to remote Canada and becomes wild. London’s short stories tend to be adventures with
similar settings. The teen had read and enjoyed White Fang already, and Call of the Wild is the same
story, essentially, in reverse. 

Charles Dickens’ Oliver Twist. (Lexile score of 1130). About an orphan named Oliver Twist and his
escapades, first in the workhouse where he is raised and then on the streets of London after he runs
away. 

Arthur Conan Doyle’s Sherlock Holmes short stories and novellas. (Most of them have a score in
the 1000s, especially 1080/1090.) These classic mysteries are full of all sorts of adventure as Holmes
and his friend Dr. Watson solve crime in Victorian London. 

Baroness Orczy’s The Scarlet Pimpernel. (Lexile score of 1140). This story follows the adventures of
a British nobleman who uses a wide variety of disguises and has a series of daring adventures in his
quest to save French aristocrats from the guillotine during the French Revolution. 

Alexandre Dumas’s books. (Lexile score range of 990-1100). He writes adventures with historical
settings, usually connected with French history, including The Count of Monte Cristo, The Three
Musketeers, and The Man in the Iron Mask.

Classics

   

 

   

  

    


