
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

WESTERNS 

AVAILABLE ON DVD 
AT YOUR LIBRARY 

 



FAMOUS ADAPTATIONS 
 
3:10 to Yuma 
This tale of a rancher badly in need of money who volunteers to help guard 
an infamous outlaw en route to prison is based on an Elmore Leonard short 
story and has been adapted twice for the big screen. The 1950s film stars 
Van Heflin as the rancher and Glenn Ford as the outlaw while the 2007 version 
features Christian Bale as the rancher and Russell Crowe as his infamous 
nemesis.  

  
The Magnificent Seven 
The 1960 American remake of a Japanese film transferred the action to the 
Old West and featured some of the then-biggest names in Hollywood 
(including Yul Brynner, Steve McQueen, and Charles Bronson) as gunfighters 
hired to protect a small Mexican village from a psychotic outlaw (Eli Wallach) 
and his gang. The recent remake keeps the Old West setting and includes 
Denzel Washington, Vincent D’Onofrio, and Chris Pratt as some of the guns 
for hire.  

 
 
True Grit 
True Grit is a stellar novel about a determined young woman named Mattie 
who hires the irascible Rooster Cogburn to hunt down the outlaw who 
murdered her father. The original 1960s movie won John Wayne a Best Actor 
Oscar for his performance as Cogburn while the more modern version 
(starring Jeff Bridges) won the Coen Brothers much acclaim for its departure 
from their usual distinctive style.  



WESTERN TELEVISION SERIES 
Bonanza 
The Cartwrights are a wealthy family of ranchers in Nevada, circa the 1860s. 
The show focuses on the adventures of level-headed, wise Cartwright 
patriarch Ben (Lorne Green) and his 3 adult sons: intellectual Adam (Pernell 
Roberts), gentle Hoss (Dan Blocher), and fiery Little Joe (Michael Landon). 
Bonanza lasted for ten seasons and was noted for its then-unusual focus (for 
a Western) on social issues and family relationships.  
 

 
 
Deadwood 
This profane, gritty Western, which ran on HBO for three seasons, is not for 
everyone. But its chronicling of the rise of civilization in the rough frontier 
mining town of Deadwood, South Dakota—primarily overseen by the morally 
upright but uptight marshal Seth (Timothy Olyphant) and pragmatic, amoral 
saloon owner Al Swearingen (Ian McShane)—is richly evocative. Great writing 
and wonderfully complex characters.  

 
Gunsmoke 
As the marshal of Dodge City, Kansas, during the town’s heyday as a cow 
town, Matt Dillon has a tough job, but he’s just the man for the job. Noted 
for its groundbreaking realism, Gunsmoke aired for twenty seasons and 
featured memorable supporting characters, like the kindly Miss Kitty (Amanda 
Blake) and Matt’s various deputies.  

 



AWARD-WINNING WESTERNS 
 

 
High Noon 
One of the most quintessential classic Westerns, High Noon won Gary Cooper 
a Best Acting Oscar for his work as Will Kane, who is torn between his desire 
to leave town and start a new life with his new pacifist Quaker bride (Grace 
Kelly) and his sense of duty to stay and face down a vicious gang who’s 
headed to town, looking to settle a score with him.   

 
How The West Was Won 
An expansive family epic, How The West Was Won features just about 
everyone who was anyone in Hollywood in 1962 as it covers the Prescott 
family’s move West through four generations. Along the way, various 
members of the family encounter all the West has to offer, from the railroads 
to outlaws. The movie won 3 Oscars and stars Jimmy Stewart, John Wayne, 
Henry Fonda, Debbie Reynolds, the ubiquitous Eli Wallach, and many, many 
more.  

 
Lonesome Dove 
Though technically a TV miniseries, this adaptation of Larry McMurtry’s 
Pulitzer Prize-winning Western is widely considered one of the best Westerns 
ever made and won numerous Emmys. It follows two retired Texas Rangers 
as they lead a cattle drive from Texas to Montana. Along the way, they 
encounter adventure and heartbreak. Tommy Lee Jones and Robert Duvall 
star as the two Texas Rangers, but the entire cast, which includes Danny 
Glover, Angelica Huston, and Diane Lane, is fantastic.  



Unforgiven 
Clint Eastwood rose to fame with Westerns, but he didn’t really earn critical 
acclaim for them until this film, which he starred in and directed. Eastwood’s 
a former outlaw hired to hunt down two vicious men who disfigured a 
prostitute. Eastwood won an Oscar for Best Picture and Best Director and 
said Unforgiven would be his last Western.  

 
Django Unchained 
Quentin Tarantino’s highly stylized tribute to Spaghetti Westerns transfers 
Old West vigilantism to the antebellum South and racked up a few Oscars in 
the process. In it, freed slave Django (Jamie Foxx) teams up with a German 
bounty hunter (Christoph Waltz) to find Django’s wife and exact vengeance 
on his former owner (Leonardo DiCaprio).  

 
The Hateful Eight 
Another Quentin Tarantino genre-bending film—this time blending Westerns 
with thrillers. Eight strangers are trapped at a stagecoach stop-over, including 
a bounty hunter and the outlaw he has apprehended. Features a great cast 
(including Samuel L. Jackson, Kurt Russell, and Jennifer Jason Leigh) and is 
the movie that finally won legendary composer Ennio Morricone an Oscar for 
his work.  

 

 



Clint Eastwood 
 

Hang Em High 
An innocent victim of a hanging (Eastwood) survives the ordeal and 
transforms into a U.S. marshal, hellbent on exacting revenge on the men 
responsible. Features a great supporting cast of Western standbys (Ben 
Johnson, Bruce Dern, L.Q. Jones, among others). 
 

 

 
The Outlaw Josey Wales 
Josey Wales (Eastwood), a former Confederate bushwhacker from Missouri, 
is pursued by bounty hunters and former enemies from the war. Along his 
journey, he picks up a ragtag assortment of companions (including Chief Dan 
George and Sondra Locke). One of Eastwood’s most iconic film roles.  

 
Pale Rider 
A later Western for Eastwood (from the 1980s rather than the 1960s or 
1970s), Pale Rider features Clint as a mysterious stranger known as The 
Preacher. He rides into a little mining town that’s battling the greedy mine 
owners. The Preacher, of course, takes names and kicks butt—and might (or 
might not) be a ghost.   

 
 

 



John Wayne 
 

The Cowboys 
A surprisingly sweet Wayne film, this one features him as a trail boss who’s 
stuck with a herd of cattle but no cowboys. In a fit of desperation, he hires 
local children to help him guide the herd. Adventures and life lessons in an 
offbeat coming-of-age story ensue.  

 
The Man Who Shot Liberty Valance 
A John Ford Western that is keenly aware of the realities of the Old West 
versus the mythological status it often has in popular culture, it’s just as much 
Jimmy Stewart’s movie as it is John Wayne’s. Psychotic outlaw Liberty 
Valance (Lee Marvin) is a real terror—and someone’s got to stop him. . . .  

 
The Searchers 
One of John Wayne’s most acclaimed performances—and justly so—he stars 
in this John Ford movie as Ethan, a man freshly returned from the Civil War 
whose family is massacred by Comanches. The only survivor is his niece 
(Natalie Wood), who was captured and whose whereabouts are unknown. He 
becomes consumed with vengeance and is determined to find her, no matter 
what, though their reunion is not at all what he imagines.  

 

 



Native American Perspectives on the West 
 

Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee 
An emotionally devastating TV movie from HBO, Bury My Heart at Wounded 
Knee follows Dr. Charles Eastman (Adam Beach). Eastman is part Sioux but 
educated at prestigious Eastern colleges. When he returns home to work as 
a reservation doctor, he has trouble finding himself at home in either culture, 
despite his best efforts.    

 
 

Geronimo: An American Legend 
Though it is told from the perspective of an idealistic young Army officer (Matt 
Damon), this Walter Hill movie is highly sympathetic to Apache war chief 
Geronimo (Wes Studi). It chronicles the U.S. military’s hunt for Geronimo as 
conducted by officers (Gene Hackman, Jason Patric, Kevin Tighe) with 
clashing perspectives on how best to deal with the elusive Geronimo.  

 
Little Big Man 
One of the first major Westerns to depict Native Americans sympathetically, 
Little Big Man is the life story of Jack Crabbe (Dustin Hoffman). Raised by the 
Cheyenne, who call him Little Big Man, he relates his colorful life story—which 
includes fateful encounters with a fellow named George Custer—for the 
audience.  

 
A Man Called Horse 
One of the first movies to attempt to correctly depict Native American culture, 
A Man Called Horse also includes usage of the Sioux language. As is true with 
its contemporary 1970s film Little Big Man, the focus is on a white captive 
who is adopted into the tribe—this time depicted by Richard Harris.  



Spaghetti Westerns 
 

A Fistful of Dollars 
If you had told someone in the early 1960s that Western movies (one of the 
most quintessentially American genres) would be revolutionized by an Italian 
director, most Americans would have laughed at you. But that is exactly what 
Sergio Leone did with this film, which stars Clint Eastwood as a roving 
gunslinger who is drawn into a brutal feud between two rival families 
struggling to gain control of the local town.  

 
The Good, The Bad, and The Ugly 
Another Clint Eastwood/Sergio Leone collaboration, this one is set during the 
Civil War, but that conflict is just minor background to the real focus—the 
madcap scramble for buried treasure between 2 ruthless bounty hunters and 
an outlaw (Eastwood, Lee Van Cleef, and Eli Wallach). An iconic, highly 
stylized, and hugely entertaining film. Highly recommend.  
 

 
 
Once Upon a Time in the West 
An Eastwood-less Leone film, this one still features the director’s trademark 
style, as well as great performances from its leads. A mysterious drifter 
named Harmonica (Charles Bronson) teams up with an outlaw (Jason 
Robards) to save a widow (Claudia Cardinale) from a vicious killer (Henry 
Fonda).  

 



Iconic Outlaws 
 
Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid 
Jaunty film that stars Robert Redford and Paul Newman as the titular outlaws. 
The two hold up stagecoaches, have adventures, and flee to Bolivia—as one 
does. An iconic Western and definitely one of the great buddy picture pairings 
in cinema history.  

 
Tombstone 
One of the great modern Westerns, Tombstone focuses on Wyatt Earp (Kurt 
Russell) and Doc Holliday (Val Kilmer) and the infamous shootout at the OK 
Corral. But what really raises this movie above others about this much-told 
story is the cast of bad guys. The Cowboys (including but not limited to 
Powers Boothe, Michael Biehn, and Stephen Lang) are a colorful, memorable 
crew of killers. Highly recommend this entertaining, endlessly quotable 
movie.  

 
 

The Wild Bunch 
Infamous when it was first released due to its violence, The Wild Bunch is 
probably less shocking to a modern audience’s sensibilities. But this Sam 
Peckinpah movie about a band of outlaws (that includes William Holden, Karl 
Malden, Warren Oates, and Ben Johnson) being pursued by a motley crew of 
bounty hunters led by an unwilling former associate is still an undeniable 
classic—and is surprisingly philosophical.  



 

 
 
The Assassination of Jesse James By The Coward Robert 
Ford 
Excellent, elegiac modern Western that chronicles the assassination of 
infamous outlaw Jesse James (Brad Pitt) by Bob Ford, a partner in crime who 
idolizes him (Casey Affleck). This has a measured pace, so isn’t quite the 
action-packed blockbuster you might expect, but it’s tense, well-acted, well-
written, and atmospheric, with a great supporting cast that includes Sam 
Shepard, Sam Rockwell, and Garrett Dillahunt as other members of James’s 
gang.  
 

Frank and Jess 
A Jesse James movie that focuses more on the whole of his career rather 
than the end of it, as the previous movie does. Rob Lowe stars as Jesse, with 
Bill Paxton as his more level-headed older brother Frank. Perhaps of most 
interest to us is the fact it was filmed in northwest Arkansas! Watch it and 

see if you can recognize any familiar sites. 😊  

 

The Long Riders 
Yet another movie about the James boys, though certainly a good one. This 
one is perhaps best known for being the only movie to cast brothers (Stacy 
and James Keach) to play Frank and Jesse James. It’s a real family affair, all 
around, since other sibling duos who were members of the gang are also 
depicted by real-life pairs of acting brothers (including Randy and Dennis 
Quaid, Nicholas and Christopher Guest, and the Carradine Brothers).  



Western Comedies 
 
Blazing Saddles 
The granddaddy of all Western parodies, this Mel Brooks-movie focuses on 
Sherriff Bart (Cleavon Little), whose presence as the first African-American 
sheriff of Rock Ridge causes some issues with the narrow-minded locals. 
Sherriff Bart has an even bigger headache with the man who appointed him—
scheming Hedley Lamarr (Harvey Korman), who is determined to have the 
town for himself because he knows the railroad is coming through and can 
spot a steal of a deal when he sees one.  

 
Goin South 
Delightful, offbeat comedy directed by and starring Jack Nicholson about an 
Old West outlaw named Henry Lloyd Moon (Nicholson). He narrowly avoids 
being hanged for his crimes when he is auctioned off as a groom to a local 
spinster (Mary Steenburgen) who could use some free labor for her secret 
gold mine. The two are mismatched, to say the least, and hijinks ensue. Great 
supporting cast includes John Belushi and Danny DeVito.  
 

My Name is Nobody 
Sergio Leone didn’t have a monopoly on Spaghetti Westerns—and Spaghetti 
Westerns didn’t always have to be dramas! This one is a comedy, starring 
Henry Fonda as an aging gunfighter who is ready to retire and Terence Hill 
as an adoring fan, who thinks he needs a more fitting ending. . . .  

 

 



Rustler’s Rhapsody 
Underrated cult classic comedy that explores what would happen if singing 
cowboy Rex (Tom Berenger) was transported into what the West was really 
like. Rustler’s Rhapsody manages to be both smart and silly as it chronicles 
Rex’s experiences in the latest Western town (all of which are suspiciously 
similar, though he doesn’t understand why.) Highly recommend, especially 
for Andy Griffith’s entertaining turn as the movie’s villainous cattle baron.  
 

Support Your Local Sheriff  
Portraying one of the charming, street-smart anti-heroes he played so well, 
James Garner stars as a gunfighter drifting through town who agrees to 
become sheriff only for the money. His theory is he can always run away if 
things escalate, but it doesn’t quite work out that way for him. . . . 
 

Support Your Local Gunfighter 
Not a direct sequel to Support Your Local Sheriff, but it is definitely a spiritual 
successor—and it shares much of the same cast, crew, and tone. This time 
around, James Garner is a con artist on the run and discovers himself caught 
in the middle of two rival families feuding for control of the town. Most people 
would probably split, but he decides to impersonate a famous gunfighter and 
milk the situation for all it’s worth.  

 

 
 



21st Century Westerns 
 

Broken Trail 
Prent (Robert Duvall) and his nephew Tom (Thomas Haden Church) get more 
than they bargain for when they embark on a horse drive and instead end up 
rescuing five Chinese girls from being sold into prostitution. They continue to 
travel with the girls, pursued by a ruthless band of outlaws hired to retrieve 
them.  

 
The Homesman 
Directed by and starring Tommy Lee Jones, this unusual Western also 
features Hilary Swank as Mary, a determined, independent woman who 
volunteers to escort 3 ladies back East after the rigor of 19th century frontier 
life causes them to snap. Privately, Mary is also pretty discouraged by her 
own life and can sympathize. Because of the danger of the journey, she 
proceeds to recruit a suicidal drifter (Jones) to help her. Complications ensue.  

 
Open Range 
An unusually old-fashioned-style Western, this Kevin Costner-directed movie 
stars Costner and Robert Duvall as cowboys who encounter trouble they don’t 
seek in a town they encounter during their drive. A showdown with the evil 
rancher who controls the town (Michael Gambon) is inevitable.  
 

The Rider 
Unlike most everything else profiled in this booklet, The Rider is set in the 
modern West and focuses on Brady, a Lakota rodeo competitor who has been 
told he’ll have to give up riding after a severe accident. But that means giving 
up more than just a career—it’s everything he’s ever known. This movie is 
loosely based on the life of its star Brady Jandreau and has been praised for 
its realism.  
 

 
 
 
 



Gentler Westerns 
 

Dr. Quinn, Medicine Woman 
Jane Seymour starred for six seasons in this 1990s CBS series about Michaela 
Quinn, a woman doctor who heads out West looking for adventure. She 
settles in Colorado, and the show balances her personal and professional lives 
on the frontier. If you prefer your Old West stories with less gunfighting and 
more emotional resonance, this TV show is tailor made for you! 
 

 
 
Love Comes Softly series 
These Hallmark Channel TV movie adaptations of Janette Oke’s popular books 
are a heartwarming family epic. The original focuses on a stranded pregnant 
widow who agrees to marry a widower with a small daughter, purely as a 
matter of convenience for both parties, though it eventually turns to love. 
Subsequent prequels and sequels cover various generations of this family as 
they also find romance on the frontier.  

 
 


